THE SIGNIFICANCE OF
THE SEURASAARI FOUNDATION’S
EMIL AND LEMPI HIETANEN FUND
FOR FINNISH ETHNOLOGY AND ETHNOLOGISTS
THE SIGNIFANCE OF THE FUND
Of the respondents, 62% considered that the grant had a significant impact on
their graduation, and 74% said that the grant gave them confidence and faith
in their research; 90% said that they produced new information on ethnology,
and 26% of them developed new research methods; 37% considered the future
of ethnology to be bright, and 34% considered the attraction of ethnology to
be good.
During the years 1993–2020, the fund has supported 201 studies with 474,532
euros. The fund has 152 grant recipients, nine of whom have worked in the
office facilities for researchers. The range of subject areas of the research
conducted over a quarter century is wide. At the same time, the subjects
reflect the discipline’s development. Research has been conducted, for
example, on object and personal history, cultural environment and landscape,
livelihood, and identity.

For what purpose did you receive the grant?

FUND
Seaman Emil Hietanen (1908–1991) and
cook Lempi Kovanen (1908–1988) were
a childless couple who wanted to ensure the future of
their assets, acquired through savings, by bequeathing
them to the Seurasaari Foundation.
Through this bequest, the Seurasaari Foundation
established the Emil and Lempi Hietanen Fund in 1993.
The fund awards grants for Finnish ethnological research
and its publication, as well as grants for office facilities
for researchers.
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What kind of publications did the research produce?
academic publications
8.2%

publications intended for the professional community
35.7%

academic articles
25.1%

GRANT SURVEY
adademic books
9.4%
publications intended for the general public
17.5%

doctoral and other theses or
demonstrations of proficiency 7%

In what way was the grant significant for you?
Other
13.8%

It contributed to my skills
19.5%

It helped me acquire additional funding
14.9%

The Seurasaari Foundation carried out a survey on the significance
of the Emil and Lempi Hietanen Fund for Finnish ethnology and
ethnologists. The survey was conducted in May 2020, and 38.8% of
the recipients responded to it. Of the fund’s grants, 45% were for
master’s theses and 41% for doctoral theses. Of the grant recipients,
76% have finished their research, while the rest have yet to
complete their research.
Of the graduates, 23.5% work as researchers, 25.5% in
administration, 13.7% in a museum or organization, 11.7% in other
roles in the cultural sector, and 25.5% in other types of positions.

It helped me gain my colleagues´respect
9.2%
It gave confidence and faith in my research
42.5%

QUOTES FROM GRANT RECIPIENTS
“It felt good that the Seurasaari Foundation acknowledged my research subject. It
made me feel valued, and it was (is) an important feeling for a thesis writer. The
grants awarded by the Seurasaari Foundation were (are) modest, but one of the
reasons they are significant for us ethnologists is that there are still only a few
foundations that support ethnological research.”
“The doctoral thesis promoted academic discussion on cultural heritage and was
useful for experts in the field.”
“My research produced basic information on the research subject as I used
participatory observation for researching a new phenomenon.”

THE SEURASAARI FOUNDATION SUPPORTS THE SEURASAARI OPEN-AIR MUSEUM AND,
AMONG OTHER THINGS, ORGANIZES MIDSUMMER CELEBRATIONS IN HELSINKI.
THE EMIL AND LEMPI HIETANEN FUND SUPPORTS THE ORGANIZATION OF THE SIEF 2021
CONGRESS IN HELSINKI. THE THEME OF THE CONGRESS IS BREAKING THE RULES? POWER,
PARTICIPATION, AND TRANSGRESSION.

